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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 01

Executive Summary

A broad design position applicable across buildings, campuses, districts and cities

Architecture of Polite Movement is a multi-scalar design framework that treats movement as the ethical, ecological
and informational medium of architecture. It is not limited to healthcare, nor to a particular form, aesthetic or project
size. It can guide the design of homes, schools, hospitals, workplaces, civic buildings, adaptive reuse, public
landscapes, transit districts and complete urban systems.

Movement includes more than people travelling between rooms. It includes walking, waiting, cycling, transit, care,
work and social exchange, together with the movement of air, water, heat, light, energy, materials, waste, data,
habitat and time. Architecture becomes the mediator between these systems.

Politeness is defined as spatial reciprocity. A polite environment anticipates different needs, offers legible choices,
yields where conflict may occur, protects without isolating, connects without forcing and gives every user an equally
dignified primary experience. Necessary separation is deliberate rather than exclusionary.

Biomimicry supplies the problem-solving method. The framework learns from how living systems branch, filter,
exchange, adapt, repair and create mutual benefit. Tropical intelligence grounds these lessons in Malaysian heat,
monsoon rain, shade, ventilation, culture, construction and maintenance. BIM, simulation and lifecycle information
make the intentions testable and transferable.

Across every scenario, the visual outcome may change. The operating values remain consistent: guide without
coercion, separate without excluding, protect without isolating and adapt without waste.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

POLITENESS

Ethical intention

Dignity, clarity, choice and reciprocity.

BIOMIMICRY

Design method

Learn functions and strategies from living systems.

TROPICAL INTELLIGENCE

Local context

Climate, culture, materials and maintenance.

CORE POSITION

I design architecture as an ecology of polite
movement, where people, climate, services
and information negotiate space through
principles learned from living systems.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT POSITION AND SCOPE

SECTION 02

A Design Position, Not a Building Type

The same principles operate differently at each scale

ROOM BUILDING CAMPUS DISTRICT CITY / REGION
Body, reach, privacy, threshold Wayfinding, programme, climate Networks, shared spaces, operations Density, mobility, ecology Transit, resources, resilience
WHAT THE FRAMEWORK IS WHAT THE FRAMEWORK IS NOT
A repeatable decision system for movement, relationships, climate, operations and change. A signature facade, a natural-looking ornament or a fixed catalogue of forms.
A way to connect ethical intentions with measurable spatial performance. A reason to copy leaves, animals, veins or organic curves literally.
A design identity that can travel across typologies without repeating one appearance. A claim that all movement should mix; some flows require precise and dignified separation.

RESEARCH NOTE

The phrase 'politeness of movement' is retained as a working title from Aqil's earlier academic interest. Its original attribution has not yet been verified. This document therefore defines it operationally as
an original practice framework, reconnecting environmental design, human movement, BIM, healthcare delivery, existing-building knowledge and masterplanning.

EXPANDED DESIGN FRAMEWORK / VERSION 02 / AUGUST 2026 03/18



AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 03

A Broad Application Spectrum

Each typology asks a different movement question; the ethical core remains constant

HEALTHCARE

How can patients, visitors, staff, emergency and logistics
move without avoidable conflict?

CIVIC + CULTURE

How can public space welcome many groups while
remaining legible, safe and open?

TRANSIT + TOD

How can transit be the root of a dignified, shaded and
low-carbon daily journey?
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EDUCATION

How can circulation become a place for learning,
exchange, pause and discovery?

WORKPLACE

How can focus, collaboration, service and future
organisational change be negotiated?

ADAPTIVE REUSE

How can new movement respect existing fabric, memory,
access and future change?

APPLICATION SPECTRUM

HOUSING

How can privacy, community, age, ability and density
coexist without segregation?

MIXED USE + RETAIL

How can public, commercial, residential and service
rhythms overlap deliberately?

LANDSCAPE + PUBLIC REALM

How can bodies, water, habitat, heat and seasonal change
share the ground?
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT FOUR-PART CORE

SECTION 04

The Four-Part Core

Four layers prevent the manifesto from becoming either abstract ethics or superficial aesthetics

01 02 03 04

POLITENESS BIOMIMICRY TROPICAL INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION

Ethical intention Problem-solving method Place and performance Evidence and continuity

Design for dignity, clarity, choice and Study how living systems branch, filter, Let heat, rain, shade, wind, culture, local Use BIM, simulation, operational data
reciprocity. Ask who is being asked to exchange, adapt and regenerate. construction and maintenance shape and post-occupancy learning to test
yield, wait, detour or accept an inferior Abstract the function before translating planning from the beginning. intentions and preserve them through
route. the form. the lifecycle.

THE CORE EQUATION

Politeness sets the ethical direction + Biomimicry finds strategies + Tropical intelligence grounds them in place +
Information tests and remembers

The output is not one style. It is a family of environments that behave consistently under different programmes, scales and constraints.

EXPANDED DESIGN FRAMEWORK / VERSION 02 / AUGUST 2026 05/18



AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT DESIGN PRINCIPLES

SECTION 05

Ten Design Principles

A permanent decision filter for every project

01 MOVEMENT 02 EQUAL 03 LEGIBLE 04 NEGOTIATED 05 CONNECT
BEFORE FORM DIGNITY CHOICE THRESHOLDS BENEFITS

Begin with journeys, conflicts The accessible route is the Use form, light, visibility and Filter privacy, security, climate, Join flows that create value;

and exchanges before deciding primary route, never an inferior sequence before adding signs. speed and social contact. separate those that create risk

the object. alternative. or harm.

06 CLIMATE 0,7 LEARN 08 DENSITY AS 09 DESIGN FOR 10 PROVE AND
PARTICIPATES FUNCTIONS GRADIENT CHANGE LEARN
Treat sun, rain, wind, heat and Use nature as strategy and Move between intensities Allow adaptation, repair, Set metrics, simulate, observe
water as active design agents. measure, not as decorative through thresholds rather than maintenance and evolving and feed evidence into the
appearance. abrupt segregation. users. next project.

A proposal belongs to this architecture only when its spatial beauty and operational performance support the same ethical intention.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 06

Movement Is an Ecology

The designer maps bodies, resources, operations and time as one interacting field

HUMAN BODIES + BEHAVIOUR

Occupants, visitors, children, older persons, disabled users, staff, caregivers, riders, cyclists, waiting, resting, meeting and
retreat.

NON-HUMAN FLOWS

Air, water, heat, light, energy, materials, waste, data, sound, habitat, pollinators, soil and vegetation.

MEDIATED MOBILITY + OPERATIONS

Transit, private vehicles, emergency access, deliveries, clinical logistics, maintenance, security and service networks.

TIME + CHANGE

Daily cycles, seasonal weather, construction phases, occupancy change, ageing, maintenance, adaptation, repair and
eventual reuse.
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MOVEMENT ECOLOGY

POLITE QUESTIONS

Who moves, and at what speed?

Who must wait, yield or detour?

Which flows benefit from meeting?

Which flows require separation?

What does climate do along the journey?

What moves when people are absent?

What changes over a day, season or decade?

What evidence will prove the proposal works?
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 07

EXPLODED SYSTEMS

Exploded Systems: The Same Ground, Five Readings

No layer is complete alone; design quality emerges from negotiated overlap
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HUMAN MOVEMENT

Walking, waiting, cycling, transit, care, work, gathering,
retreat and universal access.

BUILDINGS + THRESHOLDS

Mass, programme, structure, envelope, courtyards, entries
and selective boundaries.

NATURE + BLUE-GREEN

Habitat, canopy, wetlands, soil, shade, biodiversity and
restorative landscape.

NON-HUMAN FLOWS

Water, air, heat, light, energy, materials, waste, data,
sound and seasonal change.

DESIGN TASK

Align the layers without erasing their differences.
Conflict is designed, not ignored.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 08

A Repeatable Design Method

The manifesto becomes credible when it changes the sequence of design decisions

DEFINE

State the human and
ecological impact
required.

MAP

Record actors, flows,
conflicts, climate and
time.

BIOLOGIZE

Translate the challenge
into a functional
question.

DISCOVER ABSTRACT

Study living strategies Extract a principle
that solve comparable without copying
functions. appearance.

TRANSLATE

Apply it through plan,
section, threshold and
system.

DESIGN METHOD

TEST + LEARN

Simulate, construct,
observe and feed
evidence forward.

Brief

Concept

Schematic

Development

Delivery

Use
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Who and what must move, meet, wait or remain separate?

What living strategy offers a useful principle?

How do routes, thresholds and gradients organise form?

Can systems coexist, be built and be maintained?

Is the ethical intention protected through construction?

How does the environment actually behave?

Movement ecology map

Biological abstraction + spatial proposition

Layered plans, sections and network diagrams

Coordinated BIM model + performance scorecard

Details, controls, verification and handover data

Post-occupancy findings + design feedback

User research, operational brief, climate data

Precedents, functional analogy, options test

Visibility, distance, access and microclimate

analysis

Clash, simulation, constructability and lifecycle

review

QA/QC, commissioning, asset information

Observation, sensors, interviews and maintenance

records
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT SCENARIO 01 - BUILDING SCALE

SECTION 09A

Building Scale: The Courteous Threshold

Public, civic and healthcare settings begin with the dignity of the immediate journey

At building scale, polite movement is experienced
through approach, entrance, route, pause, visibility
and bodily comfort. The architecture should prepare
the user for transition rather than treating circulation
as leftover space.

DESIGN READING

The rendered courtyard places universal access on the same
primary route. Paths branch gently around a rain garden,
widen at waiting points and remain visible across shaded
thresholds. Clinical, public and service users coexist without
making any one group feel secondary.
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TRANSFERABLE BEYOND HEALTHCARE

The same logic applies to civic halls, libraries,
workplaces, markets, transport buildings and
adaptive reuse: shared dignity, readable choice,

climate protection and places to pause.
Concept visualization - a tropical civic/health courtyard where movement, climate and landscape negotiate the ground.

I I I
SHARED ROUTE SELECTIVE THRESHOLD PAUSE WITHOUT BLOCKING CLIMATE AS FLOW
Universal access is integral to the primary journey. Shade, visibility and privacy change gradually. Waiting occupies clearings beside movement. Rain, air and daylight make the journey legible.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT SCENARIO 02 - EDUCATION CAMPUS

SECTION 09B

Education Campus: Movement as Learning

A campus is not a collection of blocks; it is a network of encounters, pauses and choices

In education, movement can become an extension of
pedagogy. A shaded learning street links formal
classrooms with informal discussion, reading,
making, outdoor teaching and quiet retreat.

DESIGN READING

The campus image shows social clearings beside a rainwater
garden, porous academic edges and a shared accessible
path. Students can pass, stop, observe or collaborate
without turning the central route into a congested corridor.

BROADER LESSON

Movement can create knowledge, community and
belonging. The principle transfers to workplaces,
innovation districts, cultural campuses and
mixed-use developments.

Concept visualization - a tropical learning street where study, circulation and ecological infrastructure overlap.

I I I
LEARNING STREET CLEARINGS POROUS EDGES INCLUSIVE MOVEMENT
Circulation becomes an occupied academic space. Routes widen into study, discussion and retreat. Inside and outside exchange air, light and activity. All users share the same generous route network.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT SCENARIO 03 - EDUCATION-LED TOD

TRANSIT ROOT LEARNING SPINE DISTRIBUTED NODES BLUE-GREEN NETWORK

Rail and bus form the most direct public gateway. A shaded route distributes people into academic Courtyards and clearings prevent one congested centre. Water, habitat and movement reinforce one another.
clusters.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT SCENARIO 04 - HOSPITAL CAMPUS

systems.

PUBLIC HEALTH SPINE EMERGENCY AUTONOMY SCREENED LOGISTICS HEALING LANDSCAPE

Transit connects directly to outpatient and visitor arrival. Ambulances reach care without crossing public Clinical service routes remain efficient and discreet. Courtyards, water and rehabilitation paths restore
movement. dignity.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT SCENARIO 05 - RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT
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DENSITY GRADIENT CBD CLEARING TRANSIT + DAILY LIFE LIVING INFRASTRUCTURE

Housing steps from low to medium to high without

The centre is defined by public life, shade and exchange,
isolated enclaves.

Homes, work, services and mobility share one walkable
not height alone.

Wetlands and green fingers connect every density zone.
system.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 10

One Manifesto, Different Spatial Answers

The framework remains stable while the dominant conflict, strategy and evidence change

Healthcare

Education

Housing

Civic + culture

Workplace

Mixed use

Transit + TOD

Adaptive reuse

Public landscape

Public, clinical, emergency and logistics conflicts

Learning, social exchange, quiet focus and access

Privacy, community, age, ability and density

Welcome, security, gathering and multiple
identities

Focus, collaboration, service and organisational
change

Residential, commercial, public and service
rhythms

Transfer, density, weather, first and last mile

New access and operations within existing fabric

Bodies, water, habitat, heat and seasonal change
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Direct public route; protected emergency and service
autonomy

Learning streets with occupied clearings and quiet
branches

Shared civic routes with gradual public-private thresholds

Legible common ground with choices to join or retreat

Choice of movement speed, meeting intensity and retreat

Active shared ground with screened back-of-house systems

Transit-rooted shaded public spine and distributed nodes

Reversible interventions and respectful route hierarchy

Ground that supports movement, rest and ecological
exchange

Selective membranes; branching hierarchy

Forest clearings; distributed networks

Cells, clusters and gradients

Ecotones and mutual benefit

Modularity and feedback

Layered ecosystems

Branching networks and optimisation

Adaptation, repair and reuse

Watersheds, succession and resilience

CROSS-SCENARIO COMPARISON

Walking distance, crossings, privacy,
response time

Encounter, dwell time, comfort,
accessibility

Access equity, social use, heat,
adaptability

Diversity of use, visibility, safety,
inclusivity

Utilisation, change cost, comfort,
productivity

Time-based conflict, servicing, footfall,
noise

Mode share, transfer time, shade,
accessibility

Fabric retained, access, embodied
carbon, reversibility

Runoff, canopy, biodiversity, thermal
comfort
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 11

Measure the Manifesto

Ethical intentions gain credibility when translated into evidence and lifecycle information

LEGIBILITY

Decision points understood before signage

Evidence: Visibility and wayfinding test

PAUSE

Rest and waiting without obstruction

Evidence: Dwell-space capacity

ADAPTABILITY

Capacity for programme and service change

Evidence: Scenario and modularity test

DESIGN GATE

DIGNITY

No inferior route for disability or status

Evidence: Route parity audit

PRIVACY

Visual and acoustic exposure

Evidence: Sightline and acoustic review

ECOLOGY

Water, canopy, habitat and soil performance

Evidence: Runoff and biodiversity metrics

CONFLICT

Unnecessary crossings and congestion

Evidence: Flow and clash mapping

CLIMATE

Heat, glare, rain and ventilation

Evidence: Thermal, daylight and CFD studies

OPERATIONS

Public, emergency, logistics and maintenance

Evidence: Operational simulation

MEASUREMENT AND BIM

DISTANCE

Effort between critical destinations

Evidence: BIM route analysis

ACCESS

Transit, walking and cycling convenience

Evidence: Mode and first-mile analysis

LIFECYCLE DATA

Intent preserved from model to operation

Evidence: Asset information completeness

At each stage ask: Who benefits? Who yields? What conflicts? What is the natural strategy? What does climate do? What evidence proves the response? What information must survive into operation?
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT

SECTION 12

Make It a Core Practice

Identity becomes credible through repeated use, critique, evidence and publication

NEXT 30 DAYS

DEFINE

NEXT 90 DAYS

TEST

NEXT 12 MONTHS

APPLY

o]\ [co]]\'[c]

SHARE

Write a one-page charter. Fix the executive summary, ten principles, movement map and design-review
questions. Audit three past projects for evidence and contradictions.

Select one live project and one past project. Produce the five system layers, test two alternative
strategies and establish a first BIM scorecard.

Use the framework at briefing, concept, development, construction and post-project review across at
least three different typologies.

Publish bilingual case studies through SembangBIM. Show the problem, movement ecology, living
strategy, translation, evidence and lesson - not only the final render.
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ADOPTION ROADMAP

RESEARCH + PRACTICE AGENDA

Recover the original academic source
or confirm the phrase as Aqil's own
operational term.

Define a formal movement taxonomy
for human, non-human, mediated and
temporal flows.

Create a reusable layered-analysis
template for Revit, GIS and
presentation workflows.

Build typology-specific scorecards
without changing the core principles.

Publish built and unbuilt evidence in
Bahasa Melayu and English.

Allow the visual language to emerge
only after recurring spatial decisions
are observed.
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AYDI / ARCHITECTURE OF POLITE MOVEMENT CLOSING MANIFESTO

SECTION 13

A Signature Way of Thinking

The visual language will emerge from repeated ethical, ecological and operational decisions

Movement is the social, ecological and operational life of architecture. A building, campus or city should guide without coercion, separate
without excluding, protect without isolating and adapt without waste. Like a living system, it should recognise relationships, respond to
change and create conditions in which different forms of life can coexist.
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